Social Well-Being Survey in Asia (SoWSA), 2015-2017

Standard English Questionnaire

Revised value labels in F30 on March 15, 2020
Recompiled on February 28, 2019

Notes for data users:

® This standard questionnaire was originally translated from the local questionnaire of Japan
survey into English.

® |t consists of all instruments which were measured in all seven countries. Local questionnaires
contain additional country-specific questions in general.

® Measurements in each local questionnaire such as whether numeric or options may deviate from
the standard questionnaire along with local contexts and custom or due to technical reasons by
survey mode. Refer to the codebook to check possible deviations.

® The original title of the survey was “International Comparative Survey on Lifestyle and Values.”

F: Demographic and Socio-Economic Backgrounds

FO1 Are you currently married? [SA]
1 Currently married or cohabitating (incl. those remarried)
2 Widowed (from most recent spouse) and currently single
3 Divorced (from most recent spouse) and currently single

4 Single (no previous marriages)

F02 How many years have passed since your last marriage, bereavement, or divorce? [num]
years passed by
Only for those who select 1 to 3 at FO1.

FO3 How many children alive do you have, including those not currently living together with you? If
you have no children alive, select ‘0’. [num]
children

FO4 Arethere currently any members of your family in need of nursing care? Please select all options
which apply to you. [MA]
1 My parents, spouse’s parents, or spouse living with me, for whom |/ am the main
caretaker.
2 My parents, spouse’s parents, or myself living with me, for whom my spouse is the
main caretaker.

3 My parents, spouse’s parents, or spouse living separately, for whom / am the main
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caretaker.
4 My parents, spouse’s parents, or myself living separately, for whom my spouse is the

main caretaker.

(5]

My parents, spouse’s parents, or spouse living in a nursing home.

)]

Family member in need of nursing care other than the above.

~N

No family member is currently in need of nursing care.

FO5 How do you work currently? If you have more than one job, please answer the most important
one. [SA]
1 Chief executive, senior official, legislator
Regular employee/civil servant
Temporary/part-time worker
Dispatched/contracted employee
Self-employed, freelance, side work

A U A WN

Family worker
11 Not working but currently looking for jobs
12 Not working and not looking for jobs

FO6 What is your position? [SA]

1 Notitle
Supervisor, head, and so on
Assistant manager

Manager

v A W N

General manager
-9 Don’t know
Only for those who selected 2 at FO5.

FO7 How many workers does your company or organization has as a whole? Please include all
workers such as yourself, family workers, and part-time workers. [SA]
1 1 person
2 - 4 persons
5-29 persons
30 - 99 persons
100 - 299 persons
300 - 999 persons
1,000 and above persons

00 N O L1 A WN

Government and municipal offices
-9 Don’t know
Only for those who selected 1 to 6 at F05.



FO8

FO9

F10

F11

F12

What kind of work do you do? Please describe your job specifically. For example, primary school
teacher, crop farmer, bus driver, repairing motor vehicles, numerical clerk at bank, computer

programmer, door to door sales person, and so on. [Open-ended]

Only for those who selected 1 to 6 at F05.

When did you leave your last job? If you have no experience to work, just fill in ‘0’. [num, each
question]
years and months ago
Only for those who selected 11 or 12 at F05.

How does your spouse work currently? If he/she has more than one job, please answer the
most important one. [SA]
1 Chief executive, senior official, legislator
2 Regular employee/civil servant (incl. temporally on leave due to illness, childcare, etc.)
3 Temporary/part-time worker
4 Dispatched/contracted employee
5 Self-employed, freelance, side work
6 Family worker
11 Not working but currently looking for jobs
12 Not working and not looking for jobs (housewife/husband, student, retired, etc.)
Only for those who selected 1 at FO1.

What is your spouse’s position? [SA]
1 Notitle

Supervisor, head, and so on

Assistant manager

Manager

v A W N

General manager
-9 Don’t know
Only for those who select 1 at FO1 and select 2 at F10.

How many workers does your spouse’s company or organization has as a whole? Please include
all workers such as your spouse him/herself, family workers, and part-time workers. [SA]

1 1 person

2 2-4persons

3 5-29persons

4 30-99 persons



5 100 - 299 persons

6 300 -999 persons

7 1,000 and above persons

8 Government and municipal offices

-9 Don’t know

Only for those who select 1 at FO1 and select 1 to 6 at F10.

F13 What kind of work does your spouse do? Please describe your spouse’s job specifically. For
example, primary school teacher, crop farmer, bus driver, repairing motor vehicles, numerical

clerk at bank, computer programmer, door to door sales person, and so on. [Open-ended]

Only for those who select 1 at FO1 and select 1 to 6 at F10.

F14 Type of residential area. [After coding by local team]
1 Urban area

2 Rural area

F15 Region of the place of residence. [After coding by local team]
Appropriate categories in each country.

W: Social Well-Being

WO01 How happy are you currently? Answer on a scale of 0 to 10, with 10 being “very happy” and 0
being “very unhappy.” [SA]

Very Very
unhappy €& € €& &« -+ > > = >  happy
0 1,23, 4 5|6 |78 9 10

W02 How satisfied are you currently with the following? [SA, each question]

Very Very
unsatisfied € €« & & - > > > -  satisfied
Current life overall 0 1 4 10
Family finances (income, 0 1/2 |3 |4 |5 |6 |7 |8]|°9 10
expenses)
Employment and job 0 1123 |4 |5|6 |7 |8]|°9 10
stability
Job satisfaction 0 1 /2 (34|56 |7)|8]9 10
Family life 0 1|2 (3|4 |5 |6|7 |8 9 10




Married life 1 4 10
Relationships with friends 0 1 4 9 10
and acquaintances

Area of residence 0 1 4 10
Amount of spare time 1 4 10
Quality of spare-time 0 1 4 10
usage

Hobbies, social 0 1 2 3 /4|5 6 | 7| 8 9 10
contributions, purposeful

activities

Current personal health 0 1/2 |3 |4 5|6 |7|8]|09 10

“Job satisfaction” is NOT asked for those who selected 11 or 12 at F05.

“Married life” is ONLY for those who selected 1 at FO1.

W03 How do you think people are treated unfairly based on the following attributes in current

Japanese society as a whole? [SA, each question]

Not at all Extremely Don’t

unfair €« &€ € € 2 2 2> 2 unfair know
Gender 0 1|2 3|4 6 | 7| 8|9 10 -9
Age 0 1|2 3|4 6 | 7| 8|9 10 -9
Educational 0 1|2 3|4 6 | 7| 8|9 10 -9
background
Occupation 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 -9
Income 0 1 2 3|14 |5 6 | 7|8 |9 10 -9
Assets 0 1 2 3|14 )|5 6 | 7|8 |9 10 -9
family background 0 1|/2|3|4|5|6|7|8]|°9 10 -9
Race, ethnicity, or 0 1 2 3 /4|5 6 | 7| 89 10 -9
nationality
Area of residence 1 10 -9
Region of origin 1 10 -9
Religion 1 10 -9

W04 How do you think the following attributes or attainments of yourself have given you an

advantage or a disadvantage in your life so far? [SA, each question]

Very

disadvantageous

&

Very
advantageous

Gender

0

1

¢«
2

¢«
3

e
4

S
6

EN
7

S5
9

10




Age 0 1|23 4|5 |6|78) 9 10
Educational 0 1 10
background

Occupation 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Income 0 1 2 3145 6 | 7 8 | 9 10
Assets 0 1 2 3|4 |5 6 | 7 8 | 9 10
family 0 1,2 /(3|4 |5 6|7 |89 10
background

Race, ethnicity, 0 1 2 3145 6 | 7 8 | 9 10
or nationality

Area of 0 1,2 /(3|4 |5 67|89 10
residence

Region of origin 0 1|/ 2|3|4|5|6|7]|8]|9 10
Religion 0 1|/ 2|3|4|5|6|7]|8]|9 10

W05 How do you agree to the following statements on current Japanese society? [SA, each question]

Strongly Strongly Don’t
disagree €& € &€ &€ - 2> 2 > agree know
Competition for 0 12|34 5|6 |7|8]|°9 10 -9
achieving high
status and income
is fair
Opportunities for 0 12|34 5|6 |7|8]|°9 10 -9
university

education are
equally available to
all regardless of
wealth disparity
The disabled can 0 112 |34 |5 |6 |7 |89 10 -9
be socially active,
regardless of their
degree of disability

The income gap is 0 12|34 5|6 |7|8]|°9 10 -9
currently too big

The income gap 0 1123 |4 5|6 /|7|8]|°9 10 -9
will likely be

greater in 10 years

W06 The following are opinions on who should have high status and financial wealth. Please select

the one option closest to your opinion. [SA]



People should receive more based on their achievements
People should receive more based on their effort
People should receive more based on their innate abilities
People should only receive as much as they need

v A W N =

Everyone should receive the same amount

-9 Don’t know

W07 What do you think the current average annual income (pre-tax) is for those that graduated from
the last school you attended? [num]
Approx. 10 thousand yen, 99999 | cannot imagine at all

Each survey measures it in local currency.

W08 How many amount of annual income (pre-tax) do you think is enough for you? If you fill in a
higher amount than your current one, make sure it will be available if you do your best. [num]
Approx. 10 thousand yen

Each survey measures it in local currency.

W09 How did your own life circumstances change, or how do you think they will change? [SA, each

question]

Worsened (or will
© | probably be

Not changed (or
v | will probably not

Improved (or will

probably improve)

Don’t know

worse)
change)

Sk
T
w |t
I
o [V
< |V
o |V
v

Your current
circumstances
compared to your
situation when you
were 15 years old
Your current 0 1|12 |3 | 4 5 6 |7 |8 |9 10
circumstances
compared to your
situation 5 years
ago

Your circumstances 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 -9
5 years from now
compared to your
current
circumstances
Your circumstances 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 -9
in your old age
compared to your

N
©
=
o




current
circumstances

W10 Please imagine a ladder with steps numbered from 0 at the bottom to 10 at the top. Suppose
we say that the top of the ladder represents the best possible life for you and the bottom of the
ladder represents the worst possible life for you. On which step of the ladder would you say you
personally feel you stand at this time, assuming that the higher the step the better you feel

about your life, and the lower the step the worse you feel about it? Which step comes closest

to the way you feel? [SA]

Worst
life

&

Best
life

0
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C: Social Capital

C01 To what degree do you feel you can trust or not trust the following people? [SA, each question]
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Most people 5 4 3 2 1
Family and relatives 5 4 3 2 1
Neighbors 5 4 3 2 1
Friends and acquaintances 5 4 3 2 1
Co-workers in your workplace 5 4 3 2 1 -8
Strangers 5 4 3 2 1
Local government office staff, police and 5 4 3 2 1
other civil servants
C02 How often do you interact with the following people? [SA, each question]
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Relatives 4 2 1
Friends and acquaintances outside school or 2 1
work

C03 How social are you with your neighbors? [SA, each question]
[Degree of social interaction]
5 Feel the same as family with many
4 Consult with and share everyday items with some




3 Have daily interactions and conversations with neighbors
2 Have minimal interaction with neighbors, only greeting each other
1 Don’t interact with neighbors at all

[Ratio of neighbors interacted with]

Know and interact with most all my neighbors

Know and interact with many of my neighbors

Know and interact with about half of my neighbors

Only know and interact with my immediate neighbors

= N W A~ U

Don’t know the names of my neighbors

C04 In the past year, how active were you in the following neighborhood activities? [SA, each

question]

© I -
s £ - § 3 =
g g g =, ¢ =
(@) (@) -
5§ 5§ & 2£ £ Zz
Sports, hobbies, leisure activities (excl. 5 4 3 2 1 -8
neighborhood association activities)
Community development (excl. 5 4 3 2 1 -8
neighborhood association activities)
Elderly support (excl. neighborhood 5 4 3 2 1 -8
association activities)
Childcare support (excl. neighborhood 5 4 3 2 1 -8
association activities)
Crime prevention (excl. neighborhood 5 4 3 2 1 -8
association activities)
Disaster prevention (excl. neighborhood 5 4 3 2 1 -8
association activities)
Neighborhood association’s activities (incl. 5 4 3 2 1 -8
meetings)

C05 How involved are you in traditional festivals in your area in which many other members of your
community participate? Festivals here refer to Bon Odori and other regular festivals held at
nearby shrines. [SA]

Attend as Sometimes Don’t usually Not available
Always attend much as | can attend attend Never attend in my area
5 4 3 2 1 -8
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C06 Do you feel that you have to attend the weddings and funerals of the following people? Please

co7

Cco8

select all those for which you feel the need to attend. [MA, each question]
[Weddings]
1 Close family
Relatives
Friends and acquaintances
Neighbors

i A W N

Co-workers and superiors
6 None of the above
[Funerals]
1 Close family
Relatives
Friends and acquaintances
Neighbors

Co-workers and superiors

A U1 A W N

None of the above

How frequently do you attend memorials or services for those close to you or ancestors who
have already died? Here memorials refer to praying at a Buddhist alter or household shrine or
during visits to a shrine, temple or church; regular grave visits, death anniversary ceremonies
and other such memorials. [SA]

6 Almost everyday
Weekly
Monthly
Few times a year
Once every few years
Not at all

= N W A~ U

Do you think your children or descendants will hold memorials or services for you in the future
after your passing? Here memorials refer to praying at a Buddhist alter or household shrine or
during visits to a shrine, temple or church; regular grave visits, death anniversary ceremonies
and other such memorials. [SA]

Definitely Probably Maybe Probably not Definitely not

5 4 3 2 1
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R: Risk and Social Safety Network

RO1 When did your household experience the following things latest? [SA, each question]

o & B ® g
28 ug 2L g2 g9
82 85 89 29 2%
Threatened livelihood due to unemployment or low 5 4 3 2 1
income of household members
Threatened livelihood due to unemployment or low 5 4 3 2 1
income due to illness or injury of household members
Food insecurity 5 4 3 2 1
Threatened access to safe water
Threatened life due to poor means of transportation or 1
road conditions, traffic accidents
War or armed conflict 5 4 3 2 1
Political oppression, denying of human rights 5 4 3 2 1
Someone in your household got involved in a crime 5 4 3 2 1
Someone in your household been a victim of corruption 5 4 3 2 1
such as demanded a bribe from civil servants

R02 What people or organizations do you rely upon to help you deal with your personal daily
problems and concerns (unemployment, low income, sickness, old age, everyday surroundings,
etc.)? [SA, each question]

[
© - - o
5 5§ 25 & 2
Q o 2= o > © o
=] S5 [T=] % c F —
e = € > 58 §©®
& o & 3¢ I S O®
Local government office 5 4 3 2 1
School, hospital or other public facilities 5 4 3 2 1
Police 5 4 3 2 1
Firefighting organizations 5 4 3 2 1
Armed forces 5 4 3 2 1
Political parties and politicians 5 4 3 2 1
Regional groups (neighborhood association, etc.) 5 4 3 2 1
Volunteers, NPOs, civic groups, etc. 5 4 3 2 1
Temple, church or other religious group 5 4 3 2 1
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Employer

Co-workers

Neighbors

Close family

Relatives

Friends and acquaintances

il |n|n
F- NN~ NP~ T~ S~ N
W W w w wlw
NI N|N|N|N|N
R ==

R03 Do you think that your neighbors can solve their disputes (trash disposal, noise, sunlight

blockage, etc.) internally within the community? [SA]

Definitely Probably Maybe Probably not Definitely not

5

4 3 2 1

R04 Assume that afriend is in trouble and needs to borrow 100,000 yen (about a half of the average

starting salary in each country). How much would they have to give you back in a year’s time to

make you consider it? [SA]

1

g A W N

80,000 yen or less
90,000 yen

100,000 yen

110,000 yen
120,000 yen or more

Each survey measures it in local currency.

RO5 Which of the following large disasters or damages apply in the following questions? [MA, each

question]

[Disasters or damage you have personally experienced]

1
2
3

Typhoon, flood, severe cold, severe heat, etc.
Earthquake, volcanic eruption, landslide, etc.

Epidemic or endemic disease, insect or bird damage, etc.

4 Air pollution, water pollution, noise and vibrations, offensive odors, ground subsidence,

00 N O un

9

etc.

Industrial injury or accident at factory, work site, etc.

Accident in train, bus, airplane, boat, etc.

War, etc.

Accident due to sloppy design or construction, unfair administrative actions,
groundless rumors, etc.

None of the above

[Experiences on these is handed down in the city or town in which you reside]

1

Typhoon, flood, severe cold, severe heat, etc.
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2 Earthquake, volcanic eruption, landslide, etc.

3 Epidemic or endemic disease, insect or bird damage, etc.

4 Air pollution, water pollution, noise and vibrations, offensive odors, ground subsidence,
etc.

Industrial injury or accident at factory, work site, etc.

Accident in train, bus, airplane, boat, etc.

War, etc.

00 N o wn

Accident due to sloppy design or construction, unfair administrative actions,
groundless rumors, etc.
9 None of the above

R06 Which people or groups would you rely upon if a large natural disaster or accident occurred in
your residential area? [SA, each question]

[
© - o
>, > g3 B§5 £%
g8 & 8¢ £S5 8%
Local government office 5 4 3 2 1
School, hospital or other public facilities 5 4 3 2 1
Police 5 4 3 2 1
Firefighting organizations 5 4 3 2 1
Armed forces 5 4 3 2 1
Political parties and politicians 5 4 3 2 1
Regional groups (neighborhood association, etc.) 5 4 3 2 1
Volunteers, NPOs, civic groups, etc. 5 4 3 2 1
Temple, church or other religious group 5 4 3 2 1
Employer 5 4 3 2 1
Co-workers 5 4 3 2 1
Neighbors 5 4 3 2 1
Close family 5 4 3 2 1
Relatives 5 4 3 2 1
Friends and acquaintances 5 4 3 2 1
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F16

F17

F18

F19

F20

Please select your gender. [SA]
1 Male
2 Female

Please tell us the year in which the following persons were born. [num, each question]
Yourself:
Only for those who select 1 at FO1.
, -9 Don’t know

Your spouse:
Your father:
Your mother: , -9 Don’t know

Please tell us how many years you have lived in your current municipality. If you left and then
returned to the area, give your total combined years of residence. [num]

years

How many generations has your family lived in your current municipality? [SA]
1 From my generation
2 From my parent’s generation
3 From my grandparent’s generation
4

From before my grandparent’s generation

How did your parents work when you were 15 years old? If he/she had more than one job,
please answer the most important one. [SA, each question]

Temporary/part-
time worker
Dispatched/contr
Self-employed,

Chief executive,
senior official,
legislator
Regular
servant

work

Not working
Not present
when | was 15
years old
Don’t know

Your father

w
[y
N
1
[>]
[
o

Your mother

N | N | employee/civil
& | & | gcted employee

v | u1 | freelance, side
o | o | Family worker

==
(Y
N
1
(o]
1
o

F21

What kind of work did your parents do? Please describe your parent’s job specifically. For
example, primary school teacher, crop farmer, bus driver, repairing motor vehicles, numerical
clerk at bank, computer programmer, door to door sales person, and so on. [Open-ended]

Your father: ,-9 Don’t know

Your mother: , -9 Don’t know
Only for those who selected 1 to 6 at F20.
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F22 How much time do the following people spend on the following activities on average at their
current jobs? [num, each question]
Your daily commute time (one-way)
hours and minutes
Your weekly working hours (incl. overtime and holiday work, etc.)
hours and minutes
Your spouse’s daily commute time (one-way)
Only for those who selected 1 at FO1.
hours and minutes, -9 Don’t know
Your spouse’s weekly working hours (incl. overtime and holiday work, etc.)
Only for those who selected 1 at FO1.
hours and minutes, -9 Don’t know

F23 How much time do you and your spouse spend a day on average doing the following? If working,
average out for working and non-working days. If not doing at all, answer “0 hrs. 0 mins.” [num,
each question]

[Yourself]
Preparing dinner
hours and minutes
Laundry
hours and minutes
Housecleaning
hours and minutes
Childcare
Only for those who answered 1 and more children at FO3.
hours and minutes
Caring for family members
Only for those who selected 1 to 6 at FO4.
hours and minutes
[Your spouse]
Only for those who selected 1 at FO1.
Preparing dinner

hours and minutes
Laundry

hours and minutes
Housecleaning

hours and minutes

Childcare
Only for those who answered 1 and more children at FO3.
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hours and minutes
Caring for family members
Only for those who selected 1 to 6 at FO4.

hours and minutes

F24 How many are living together in your family, including yourself? [num]

people

F25 Other than yourself, which of the following people currently live with you in your home? Please

select all which apply to you. [MA]

O 00 N OO 1 A W N

10
11

Spouse

Your children, or spouse’s children

Your niece or nephew, or spouse’s niece or nephew
Your grandchildren, or spouse’s grandchildren
Your siblings, or spouse’s siblings

Your parents

Spouse’s parents

Your aunt or uncle, or spouse’s aunt or uncle
Your grandparents, or spouse’s grandparents
Other relatives

Other non-relatives

F26 Who is the primary breadwinner of the family currently living in your house? [SA]

00 N O L1 A W N =

You

Your spouse

Your son

Your daughter

Your father or spouse’s father

Your mother or spouse’s mother

Your grandparents or spouse’s grandparents
Other ( )

F27 Describe your current housing situation. [SA]

A U A WN

Owner (single-family home)

Owner (apartment or housing complex)

Rental, company housing, etc. (private single-family home)

Rental, company housing, etc. (private apartment or housing complex)
Rental, company housing, etc. (public single-family home)

Rental, company housing, etc. (public apartment or housing complex)
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7 Other( )

F28 Which of the following do you personally read or use on a daily basis? Please select all options
which apply to you. [MA]

Newspaper

Computer

Fixed-line telephone

Mobile phone

Private vehicle

A U1 A WN

None of the above

F29 What is your religion? Select the most important one for you. [SA]
Buddhism

Christianity (Roman Catholic)

Christianity (Protestant)

Islam

Hindu

Nature worship (Shinto, etc.)

Other ( )

None

00 N O L1 A WN

F30 What is the highest level of education for the following people? [SA, each question]
The following value labels are for Japan survey based on ISCED 2011 mappings table by
UNESCO (http://uis.unesco.org/en/isced-mappings). Each survey measures education in

accordance with its education system.
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Your spouse 1 2 3 4 5
Your father 1 2 3 4 5 -9
Your mother 1 2 3 4 5 -9

“Your spouse” is only for those who selected 1 at FO1.

F31 Please indicate your past year’s income before tax. [SA]

The following options is for Japan survey. Each survey measures it in local currency.

O 00 N OO 1 A W N BB

N N N N NNR R R R R |2 B R B B
B B W N R O WOWNSNO®L A WNIRO

Less than 500,000 yen
500,000-1,000,000 yen
1,000,000-1,500,000 yen
1,500,000-2,000,000 yen
2,000,000-2,500,000 yen
2,500,000-3,000,000 yen
3,000,000-3,500,000 yen
3,500,000-4,000,000 yen
4,000,000-4,500,000 yen
4,500,000-5,000,000 yen
5,000,000-5,500,000 yen
5,500,000-6,000,000 yen
6,000,000-6,500,000 yen
6,500,000-7,000,000 yen
7,000,000-7,500,000 yen
7,500,000-8,000,000 yen
8,000,000-8,500,000 yen
8,500,000-9,000,000 yen
9,000,000-9,500,000 yen
9,500,000-10,000,000 yen
10,000,000-11,000,000 yen
11,000,000-12,000,000 yen
12,000,000-15,000,000 yen
15,000,000-20,000,000 yen
20,000,000 yen or more

F32 Please indicate the past year’s pre-tax income for your household (for family with shared
finances). Include income from the rest of your family in your answer. [SA]
The following options is for Japan survey. Each survey measures it in local currency.
1 Lessthan 500,000 yen
2 500,000-1,000,000 yen
3 1,000,000-1,500,000 yen
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1,500,000-2,000,000 yen
2,000,000-2,500,000 yen
2,500,000-3,000,000 yen
3,000,000-3,500,000 yen
3,500,000-4,000,000 yen
4,000,000-4,500,000 yen
4,500,000-5,000,000 yen
5,000,000-5,500,000 yen
5,500,000-6,000,000 yen
6,000,000-6,500,000 yen
6,500,000-7,000,000 yen
7,000,000-7,500,000 yen
7,500,000-8,000,000 yen
8,000,000-8,500,000 yen
8,500,000-9,000,000 yen
9,000,000-9,500,000 yen
9,500,000-10,000,000 yen

10,000,000-11,000,000 yen
11,000,000-12,000,000 yen
12,000,000-15,000,000 yen
15,000,000-20,000,000 yen

20,000,000 yen or more
Don’t know
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