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Title 2008 National Assembly Election Panel Survey

<Note>
% Response options marked with asterisks (*) were not read to Respondents

Panel Survey of General Election 2008 1st Wave

® Survey area
1) Seoul
2) Busan
3) Daegu
4) Incheon
5) Gwangju
6) Daejeon
7) Ulsan
8) Gyeonggi-do
9) Gangwon-do
10) Chungcheongbuk-do
11) Chungcheongnam-do
12) Jeollabuk-do
13) Jeollanam-do
14) Gyeongsangbuk-do
15) Gyeongsangnam-do
16) Juju

® Sex
1) Male
2) Female

® Age: Could you please tell me how old you are?

Age in years = STOP INTERIVEW IF RESPONDENT IS YOUNGER THAN 18



1. How interested are you in the general election for the National Assembly scheduled on April
9"
1) Very much interested
2) Interested
3) Not very interested
4) Not interested at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*

2. Are you going to vote in the Seoul mayoral election?
1) Will definitely vote
2) Will probably vote
3) Will probably not vote
4) Will not vote
5) Not yet decided
9) Don’t know/No answer*

3. If the general election were tomorrow, which of the following candidates would you vote for
in electing your electoral district’s assemblyperson?
1) United Democratic Party candidate
2) Grand National Party candidate
3) Democratic Labor Party candidate
4) Liberty Forward Party candidate
5) Creative Korea Party candidate
6) New Progressive Party candidate
7) Other party candidate
8) Independent candidate
9) There is no candidate to vote for
10) Not yet decided
99) Don’t know/No answer*

3-1. What makes you decide to vote for (R’S ANSWER IN Q1)?
1) Candidate’s political party affiliation
2) Candidate’s abilities and experiences
3) Candidate’s morality
4) Candidate’s platforms and policies
5) Candidate’s chance of winning
6) Where the candidate came from
7) Other
9) Don’t know/No answer*



3-2. [ONLY FOR R WHO SUPPORTS A CANDIDATE OF A PARTY THAT IS DIFFERENT
FROM THAT OF THE CANDIDATE HE/SHE SUPPORTED IN THE PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION IN THE PSPE 6" WAVE] Last time, you told us that you supported (NAME
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE R SUPPORTED) of (NAME OF THE
CANDIDATE’S PARTY). What is the reason why you now support a candidate of a party
that is different from the party of the candidate you supported in the last presidential
election?

[Open-ended Answer Codes]

1) 1 am disappointed with [NAME OF THE PRESIDENTIAL] CANDIDATE | supported in
the last presidential election

2) | am disappointed with [NAME OF THE] PARTY | supported in the last presidential
election

3) | am disappointed with how the Lee Myung-Bak administration has run the country so far

4) The party |1 now support has been doing well

5) I like the candidate 1 now support

6) To help the president by supporting his party

7) To check the president by supporting the opposition party

4. In this election, voters cast their ballots, not only for candidates, but also for parties which
would be used to decide the numbers of proportional representatives from each party in the
National Assembly. Which party are you going to vote in electing proportional representatives
in the National Assembly?

1) United Democratic Party
2) Grand National Party

3) Democratic Labor Party
4) Liberty Forward Party

5) Creative Korea Party

6) New Progressive Party
7) Other party

8) No party to vote for

9) Not yet decided

99) Don’t know/No answer*

5. Which of the following do you think is the most important national agenda that the next
government should focus on?
1) Establishing national integration
2) Reducing economic polarization
3) Improving the relation between the South and the North [Korea]
4) Political reform
5) Economic growth
6) Strengthening the nation’s international competitiveness
7) Improving quality of life
8) Strengthening national security
9) Other = GO TO Q6
99) Don’t know/No answer = GO TO Q6



5-1. (ONLY FOR R ANSWERED “1” - “8” IN Q5) Which party do you think will best
address the (R’S ANSWER IN Q5) issue?
1) United Democratic Party
2) Grand National Party
3) Democratic Labor Party
4) Liberty Forward Party
5) Creative Korea Party
6) New Progressive Party
7) Other party
9) Don’t know/No answer*

6. Which of the following two opinions is closest to your thought on this general election?
1) For stable government administration, we should help the ruling Grand National Party by
supporting it
2) To prevent the Grand National Party and the president from gaining unchecked power, we
should help the opposition parties by supporting them
3) Don’t know

7. How do you feel about the results of the general election candidate nomination of the United
Democratic Party?
1) Very satisfied
2) Satisfied
3) Dissatisfied
4) Very dissatisfied
5) I do not care
9) Don’t know/No answer*

8. How do you feel about the results of the general election candidate nomination of the Grand
National Party?
1) Very satisfied
2) Satisfied
3) Dissatisfied
4) Very dissatisfied
5) | do not care
9) Don’t know/No answer*

9. Having seen each party’s candidate nomination, do you have a new party or a new candidate
to support, or have you changed your candidate or party of preference?
1) Yes
2) No



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

As a way of nominating candidates running for the general election, which method do you
think is better than the other, nomination through a nomination committee in each party as
currently practiced or an open primary as practiced in the past which allowed citizens’
participation in candidate nomination?

1) The current nomination method through each party’s nomination committee

2) An open primary of the past

3) Don’t know (READ IT TO R)

What do you think about Lee Myung-Bak administration’s proposal of <Korean Grand Canal
Project>?

1) Strongly approve

2) Approve

3) Disapprove

4) Strongly disapprove

5) Never heard about it

6) Don’t know (READ IT TO R)

What do you think about the proposal for “English immersion in public schools, ” which
aims to conduct English classes only in English and to increase required hours of English
classes in public schools?

1) Strongly approve

2) Approve

3) Disapprove

4) Strongly disapprove

5) Never heard about it

6) Don’t know (READ IT TO R)

How do you rate the Lee Myung-Bak administration’s first cabinet picks for positions
including CheongWabDae’s staff, prime minister, and ministers?

1) Very good

2) Good

3) Not very good

4) Not good at all

9) Don’t know/No answer*

Do you think that the former President Roh Moo-Hyun ran the country well over the past 5
years? Or do you think he did not run the country well?

1) Very well

2) Well

3) Not very well

4) Not well at all

9) Don’t know/No answer*



15. Do you think President Lee Myung-Bak runs the country well as the president? Or do you
think he does not run the country well?
1) Very well
2) Well
3) Not very well
4) Not well at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*

16. What do you think each of the following areas will be under the Lee Myung-Bak
administration?
Will be Will not Will be

worse be better Don’t
than now different than now know

16-1. Economic growth and job creation

16-2. Economic polarization

16-3. Labor-management conflicts

16-4. Relation between the North and the South [Korea]
16-5. Relation between Korea and the United States 1 2 3

Will be Will not Will be
increased be no decreased Don’t
than now different than now know

3
3
3
3
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16-6. Burden of private education cost 1 2 3
16-7. Corruption 1 2 3 4

17-1. How do you rate constituency activities of your electoral district’s incumbent assembly
person over the past 4 years?
1) Very good
2) Good
3) Not very good
4) Not good at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*

17-2. How do you rate legislative activities of your electoral district’s incumbent assembly person
over the past 4 years?
1) Very good
2) Good
3) Not very good
4) Not good at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*

18. Which of the following parties do you support?
1) United New Democratic Party
2) Grand National Party
3) Democratic Labor Party



4) Liberty Forward Party

5) Creative Korea Party

6) New Progressive Party
7) Other party

8) Have no party to support
9) Don’t know/No answer*

19. Please give me a number from 0 to 10 to indicate how much you like or dislike the
following parties 1 will list. Number 0 means that you dislike the party very much.
Conversely, number 10 means that you like the party very much. Number 5 should be given
in case you neither like nor dislike the politician.

Dislike

very

much
19-1. United Democratic Party  (0)
19-2. Grand National Party 0)
19-3. Democratic Labor Party 0)
19-4. Liberty Forward Party 0)

20. Please tell me how you rate the ideological orientation of each of the following parties or
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persons by giving me a number from 0 to 10. Number O will be given to “very
progressive,” number 5 to “centrist,” and number 10 to “very conservative.”

Very
progressive
20-1. United Democratic Party 0)
20-2. Grand National Party (0)
20-3. Democratic Labor Party 0)
20-4. Liberty Forward Party (0)
20-5. President Lee Myung-Bak 0)
20-6. Yourself 0)

21. Which of the following is closest to your opinion about our country’s policy on foreign

affairs and national security?

1) Korea should further cooperate with the efforts to maintain the US-led world order, not
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(ONONONC)
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(ONONONC)

Centrist

®)
®)
®)
®)
®)
®)

just in Korea but also with other international issues

2) Korea should restore the traditional alliance with the United States which was based on

the issues in the Korean Peninsula
3) Korea should overcome the US-centered foreign policy and seek diplomatic diversification
4) Korea should thoroughly review its US-centered foreign affairs and national security policy

9) Don’t know/No answer*

©) (7) (8 9
©) (1) (8) 9
©) (7) (8
© (7) (8 9
©) (7) (8 9
©) (7) (8 (9

Don’t
know

Very Don’t
conservative know
(10) (99)
(10) (99)
(10) (99)
(10) (99)
(10) (99)
(10) (99)



22. Which of the following is the closest to your opinion about assistance to North Korea?

23.

24.

25.

26.

1) Assistance to North Korea should be stopped completely
2) It should be limited to assistance for humanitarian efforts
3) It should maintain the current level of assistance

4) Assistance to North Korea should be further expanded

9) Don’t know/No answer*

Which is the following is the closest to your opinion about the government restrictions on

Chaebol [conglomerates]?

1) Government should let the market’s regulatory function work on Chaebol reform and all
restrictions should be totally removed

2) Government should remove restrictions on Chaebol, except for restrictions on Chaebol’s
unfair trade

3) Government should maintain fundamentals of the current restriction policy

4) Government should increase the restrictions on Chaebol from the current level

9) Don’t know/No answer*

How satisfied are you with the current economic situation of our country?
1) Very satisfied

2) Satisfied

3) Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

4) Dissatisfied

5) Very dissatisfied

9) Don’t know/No answer*

How satisfied are you with the current economic situation of your household?
1) Very satisfied

2) Satisfied

2) Moderately satisfied

3) Not very satisfied

4) Not satisfied at all

9) Don’t know/No answer*

Compared to the current situation, how do you expect our national economy will be over the
next 5 years?

1) Will be much better

2) Will be better

3) Will not be much different

4) Will be worse

5) Will be much worse

9) Don’t know/No answer*



Panel Survey of General Election 2008 2nd Wave

0. Did you vote in the general election for the National Assembly on the 9" of April?
1) Yes, voted GO TO Q1
2) No, did not vote GO TO QO0-1

0-1. What was the reason why you did not vote?
1) I had no time to vote because of work/family
2) It seemed so obvious who would win
3) Nothing is going to change with my vote
4) There was no candidate to vote for
5) | was not interested in politics
6) Chance of winning for my favorite candidate was so low
7) Other:

1. Which of the following candidates did you vote for in electing your electoral district’s
assembly person?
1) United Democratic Party candidate
2) Grand National Party candidate
3) Democratic Labor Party candidate
4) Liberty Forward Party candidate
5) Creative Korea Party candidate
6) New Progressive Party candidate
7) Pro-Park (Geun-Hye) Coalition candidate
8) Other party candidate
9) Independent candidate
99) Don’t know/No answer*

1-1. When you voted in this general election, how satisfied were you with the candidate you
voted for?
1) Very satisfied
2) Satisfied
3) Not very satisfied
4) Not satisfied at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*

1-2. What makes you decide to vote for (R’'S ANSWER IN Q1)?
1) Candidate’s political party affiliation
2) Candidate’s abilities and experiences
3) Candidate’s morality
4) Candidate’s platforms and policies
5) Candidate’s chance of winning
6) Where the candidate came from
7) Other
9) Don’t know/No answer*



1-3. [ONLY FOR R WHO VOTED FOR A CANDIDATE OF A PARTY THAT IS
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE CANDIDATE HE/SHE HAD SUPPORTED IN THE
1ST WAVE] Last time, you told us that you supported (NAME OF THE CANDIDATE R
SUPPORTED) of (NAME OF THE CANDIDATE’S PARTY). What is the reason why you
voted for a candidate of a party that is different from the party of the candidate you
supported in the last time? [OPEN-ENDED]

[ALSO ASK THIS QUESTION TO R WHO ANSWERED "8) There is no candidate to
vote for, 9) Not yet decided, 99) Don’t know/No answer" IN THE 1°" WAVE AND THEN
CHOSE A CANDIDATE IN THIS WAVE]

[OPEN-ENDED ANSWER CODINGS: DO NOT READ IT TO R]

1) | was disappointed with the candidate’s party | supported before

2) | was generally disappointed with the candidate | supported before

3) | was disappointed with abilities and career experiences of the candidate | supported
before

4) 1 didn’t like platforms and policies of the candidate | supported before

5) The party of the candidate | voted for was doing well

6) | generally liked the candidate | voted for

7) | generally liked platforms and policies of the candidate | voted for

8) The chance of winning for the candidate | supported before seemed very low

9) | wanted to help a candidate with a better chance of winning by voting for her/him

10) | wanted help the president and the ruling party by voting for their candidate

11) | wanted to check the president and the ruling party by voting for an opposition party’s
candidate

12) The candidate | supported before did poorly during the election campaign

13) The candidate | voted for did well during the election campaign

14) Other

99) Don’t know/No answer*

1-4. When did you decide who to vote for?
1) On the election day
2) 2-3 days before the election day
3) About 1 week before the election day
4) Right after the candidate registration (2 weeks ago)
5) About a month before the election day
6) More than a month before the election day

2. In this election, voters cast their ballots, not only for candidates, but also for parties which
would be used to decide the numbers of proportional representatives from each party in the
National Assembly. Which party did you vote for in electing proportional representatives in
the National Assembly?

1) United Democratic Party
2) Grand National Party

3) Democratic Labor Party
4) Liberty Forward Party
5) Creative Korea Party

6) New Progressive Party

10



7) Pro-Park (Geun-Hye) Coalition
8) Other party

9) I did not cast a party vote
99) Don’t know/No answer*

2-1. [ONLY FOR R WHOSE VOTED CANDIDATE’S PARTY (Ql) IS DIFFERENT FROM
THE PARTY R VOTED IN THE PROPORTIONAL PARTY VOTE (Q2)] Please tell me
why you chose different parties when you voted in electing your electoral district’s assembly
person and voted in the party vote. [OPEN-ENDED]

1) Although he/she was not from my favorite party, | liked the candidate

2) The party | voted in electing proportional representatives did not have a candidate in my
electoral district

3) To help the ruling party by voting for it

4) To help the opposition party by voting for it

5) To give a chance the minor party to have seats for proportional representatives in the
National Assembly

6) Other

9) Don’t know/No answer*

3. In what sense do you think this general election is meaningful? Please choose one from the
following.
1) Evaluation of the Roh Moo-Hyun administration
2) Evaluation of the Lee Myung-Bak administration
3) Election to choose those who will serve the locals
4) Election to choose those who will serve the nation
5) Election that will decide the political atmosphere under the current administration
9) Don’t know/No answer*

4. What do you think about each of the following statements regarding this election campaign?

Don’t
Very Not very Not true know/No
true True true at all  answer*
4-1. The election campaign was centered on 1 ) 3 4 9
political and policy competition
4-2. Compared to previous elections, regionalism 1 5 3 4 9

has weakened in this election

4-3. Compared to previous general elections,
candidates’ negative attacks against each other 1 2 3 4 9
became more aggressive

4-4. Compared to previous general elections, the
President and his government’s intervention 1 2 3 4 9
became more serious
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5. In this election, how influential were policy promises on regional development on your voting
decision?
1) Very influential
2) Influential
3) Not very influential
4) Not influential at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*

6. Negotiations for the Korea-US FTA, or the free trade agreement between Korea and the
United States, were concluded last year. Do you think the newly formed National Assembly
should ratify the Korea-US FTA? Or do you think the National Assembly should not ratify
it?

1) The National Assembly should ratify the Korea-US FTA

2) The National Assembly should not ratify the Korea-US FTA

3) The decision whether to ratify it or not should be made after thorough review of the
negotiation details

4) Don’t know

7. Which of the following parties do you support?
1) United Democratic Party
2) Grand National Party
3) Democratic Labor Party
4) Liberty Forward Party
5) Creative Korea Party
6) New Progressive Party
7) Pro-Park (Geun-Hye) Coalition
8) Other party
9) Have no party to support
99) Don’t know/No answer*

8. Please give me a number from 0 to 10 to indicate how much you like or dislike the
following parties 1 will list. Number 0 means that you dislike the party very much.
Conversely, number 10 means that you like the party very much. Number 5 should be given
in case you neither like nor dislike the politician.

Dislike Neither Like

very dislike very  Don’t

much nor like much  know*
8-1. United Democratic Party © @O @ G @& G 6 O G O (o (99)
8-2. Grand National Party 0) @D @ B @ (5) ® @ 6 © (@0 (99)
8-3. Democratic Labor Party © @O @ G @ © ® @ B @ (@0 (99)
8-4. Liberty Forward Party 0) @ @ @B @ (5) ® @ @ O (0 (99)

8-5. Pro-Park (Geun-Hye) Coalition (©0) (1) (20 (3) @ () () () @B (9 (@10 (99)
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9. How do you feel about the results of this general election?
1) Very satisfied
2) Satisfied
3) Not very satisfied
4) Not satisfied at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*

10. Which of the following two opinions is closest to your thought on this general election?
1) For stable government administration, we should help the ruling Grand National Party by
supporting it
2) To prevent the Grand National Party and the president from gaining unchecked power, we
should help the opposition parties by supporting them
3) Don’t know (READ IT TO R)

10-1. In this general election, the Grand National Party won 153 seats, the United Democratic
Party won 81 seats, and the Liberty Forward Party won 18 seats. How do you predict the
government administration will be from now on? Please choose your answer for each of
the following.

Don’t

know/No
Agree  Disagree answer*

10-1-1. The Lee Myung-Bak administration will efficiently run the

. . . 1 2 9
country with cooperation from the National Assembly
10-1-2. Because of weakened checks from the opposition parties,
there is a concern about the overpowered government and 1 2 9
ruling party
10-1-3. Opposition parties, including the United Democratic Party,
the Liberty Forward Party, and the Pro-Park Coalition, will ) 9

effectively check the administration in cooperation with each
other

11. What will you do if the Lee Myung-Bak administration pushes forward the Korean Grand
Canal Project?
1) Strongly approve
2) Approve
3) Disapprove
4) Strongly disapprove
5) Never heard about it
6) Don’t know (READ IT TO R)

11-1. After the general election, what do you think the Lee Myung-Bak administration should do
with the Korean Grand Canal Project?
1) Because it was a presidential campaign promise, it should be carried out as planned
2) It should proceed with caution after gathering public opinion
3) The project itself should be thoroughly reviewed after gathering public opinions
4) The project shouldn’t be carried out
9) Don’t know/No answer*
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12. How do you rate the Lee Myung-Bak administration’s North Korea policy so far?

13.

14.

15.

15-1.

1) Very good

2) Good

3) Not very good

4) Not good at all

9) Don’t know/No answer*

What do you think of the former Grand National Party’s assemblypersons, who were elected
as independent or Pro-Park Coalition’s candidates after losing the party nomination, should

do?

1) They should return to the Grand National Party
2) They should merge with other parties but the Grand National Party, such as the Liberty

Forward Party

3) They should create a new party with its own policies and visions

4) Don’t know (READ IT TO R)

Do you think President Lee Myung-Bak runs the country well as the president? Or do you
think he does not run the country well?

1) Very well

2) Well

3) Not very well

4) Not well at all

9) Don’t know/No answer*

With the results of this election, what do you
Lee Myung-Bak administration?

15-2. Economic polarization

15-3.
15-4.
15-5.

15-6.

15-7. Corruption

Economic growth and job creation
Labor-management conflicts

Relation between the North and the South [Korea]
Relation between Korea and the United States

Burden of private education cost

Will be Will not Will be

think each of the following will be under the

worse be better Don’t

than now different than now know
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4

Will be Will not Will be

increased be no decreased Don’t

than now different than now know
1 2 3 4
1 2 3

16. What type of leadership do you expect from President Lee Myung-Bak from now on?
1) A president who resolutely pushes national agendas forward

2) A president who harmonizes the people and gives them a sense of stability
3) A CEO-style president who is meticulous and practical

4) Other
9) Don’t know/No answer*
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17. Please give me a number from 0 to 10 to indicate how much you like or dislike the
politicians | will name. Number 0 means that you dislike the politician very much.
Conversely, number 10 means that you like the politician very much. Number 5 should be
given in case you neither like nor dislike the politician.

Dislike Neither Like

very dislike very  Don’t

much nor like much  know
17-1. Lee Myung-Bak 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-2. Chung Dong-Young 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-3. Lee Hoi-Chang 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-4. Moon Kook-Hyun 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-5. Kang Kum-Sil 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-6. Chung Mong-Joon 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-7. Park Geun-Hye 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-8. Son Hak-Kyu 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-9. Kang Jae-Sup 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99
17-10. Kwon Young-Ghil 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99

18. If we assign number 0 to "very progressive,” number 5 to "centrist,” and number 10 to
"very conservative," where would you put yourself on this scale? Please give me a number
from 0 to 10.

Very - Very
progressive Centrist conservative
\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ |
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

19. What do you think about the following statements? [ASK ALL RESPONDENTS]

Don’t
Strongly Strongly know/No
agree  Agree Disagree disagree answer*

19-1. In our country, a handful of people influence
the government and politics, regardless of what 1 2 3 4 9
most of the people think

19-2. People like us have no power or rights to talk
about what the government is doing

19-3. In general, what politicians do after they were
elected is quite different from what they did 1 2 3 4 9
during the campaign
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20. In the past 1 week period, how often did you watch or read the news about the presidential
election on television, newspapers, or from the Internet?

Did not
watch/read Don’t
Almost the news at  know/No
every day  3-4 days 1-2 days all answer*
20-1. Television 1 2 3 4 9
20-2. Newspapers 1 2 3 4 9
20-3. Internet 1 2 3 4 9

21. What type of media did you get the most information from to choose a candidate to support
during this presidential election campaign?
1) TV
2) Newspaper
3) Internet
4) Election pamphlets
5) Other
9) Don’t know/No answer*

22. Regardless of your support, which party’s candidate do you think did best in the election
campaign?
1) United Democratic Party
2) Grand National Party
3) Democratic Labor Party
4) Liberty Forward Party
5) Creative Korea Party
6) New Progressive Party
7) Pro-Park (Geun-Hye) Coalition
8) Other party
9) Independant candidate
99) Don’t know/No answer*

23. How much are you affected by election poll results reported in the media when you choose
the candidate to support?
1) Very much affected
2) Affected
3) Not very affected
4) Not affected at all
9) Don’t know/No answer*
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